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Councillors: JG Jarvis (Leader), RB Hamilton, AW Johnson, PM
Morgan, RJ Phillips, GJ Powell, PD Price (Deputy Leader),
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Exempt: No
Confidential No
Urgency/Special Urgency: No

(As defined in Constitution)

Purpose:

To seek agreement for a Council Tax Support Scheme in the
light of the requirements set by the Government and the
outcome of local consultation and determine the level of Council
Tax Discount for vacant properties and second homes.

Decision:

THAT:

(a) The Council Tax Transitional Grant be accepted;

(b) Subject to the above, Council be recommended to
adopt a new Council Tax Support Scheme for
2013/14 based on the adoption of two of the
principles that were consulted upon as indicated in
paragraph 31 of the report, in order to meet the
requirements of the grant; and

(c) The changes to Council Tax discounts outlined in
the report be implemented from 1 April 2013.

Reasons for the Decision:

The Cabinet is required to recommend to Council a new Local
Council Tax Support Scheme for implementation on 1 April
2013. The Government has recently made available transitional
funding for new schemes that ensure people currently receiving
100% of council tax support pay no more than 8.5% of their
council tax liability from 1 April 2013.

Options Considered:

1. Up to now the design of benefit schemes in terms of
rules has been a central government responsibility.
Even so other options could be taken up including
making up the shortfall in central government funding
from elsewhere in the budget.

2. The recent announcement of transitional central
government support for one year has meant that one off
additional transitional financial support is now available
to reduce the impact of the changes in 2013/14.

3. An alternative would be to refuse the grant on offer and




HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL Reference No: 2012.CAB.087

see a wider impact on residents.

Conflict of Interest ™ (See below)

Date the decision is due to take effect: | 15 November 2012

COUNCILLOR JG JARVIS . ... i Date: 15 November 2012
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

= a record of any conflict of interest declared by any executive member who is consulted by the member
which relates to the decision;

And

= in respect of any declared conflict of interest, a note of dispensation granted by the relevant local
authority’s head of paid service.

Budget and Policy Framework Item

Under Part 4 Section 3 of the Constitution, this Decision is not subject to the usual
call in procedure as it is a Budget and Policy Framework item and therefore must be
decided at a meeting of the full Council.




